
 

 

Weekly Update Spring 2021 Session A_January 18 - January 22, 2021 

WEBSITE: micl-online.org  

FACEBOOK: Enter MICL in search field then at site click on +Join Group. 

MICL “A” Session January 11 - February 12, 2020 

 

All of our classes will be held via Zoom, and you will receive an email invitation 
before each class. You will wait in a waiting room until the host lets you into the 
group. If you do not receive an email invitation, please call Ron Rutschman at 
(805) 312-3834. 

 
Monday, January 18 
 

● No Classes Today - Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday 
 
Tuesday, January 19, 10:00 AM – Noon: BIG QUESTIONS IN PHILOSOPHY 
 
Coordinator: James Pack 
 
1st Hour: Why Is There Something Rather Than Nothing?  
Begin a series of lectures addressing the next big question: Does God exist? The 
most popular proofs appeal to God's existence as the best explanation for the 
universe's existence and nature. In this lecture, test the cosmological and 
teleological arguments, using the tools of philosophy and the evidence of 
physics.... 
 
2nd Hour: Traditionally, if God exists, God is perfect-God is omniscient, 
omnipotent and omnibenevolent. See how these three attributes are likely 
inconsistent with each another. Focus in particular on the difficulties with St. 
Anselm's argument for a perfect God, and look at modern proposals for 
redefining our conception of God.... 
 
Tuesday, January 19, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM: THE HISTORY OF LANGUAGE 
 
Coordinator: David Froba 
 
1st Hour: Last week we talked about what language is. We also talked about how 
it came to be and when. But we only talked about one theory. There are others. 
We will begin by watching two TED talk clips describing two different theories. All 
are interesting. 
 
2nd Hour: The second half of the class we will begin to talk about the complex 
ways that language is always changing. There will be extra credit if you can 
answer this question. What language is most like English? Hint, fill in the blanks 



 

 

to get the answer in the phrase: "Butter, bread, and green cheese is both good 
English and good ----" 
 
Wednesday, January 20, 10:00 AM - Noon: HOW JESUS BECAME GOD 
 
Coordinator: James Pack 
 
We will uncover the extraordinary story behind an idea that has shaped our 
civilization: the Christian belief that Jesus of Nazareth was none other than God 
the Almighty. This course addresses the question of how that happened. How did 
the rejected Jewish preacher who ended up on the wrong side of the law and 
was crucified for his efforts, come to be thought of as Lord and creator of all 
things? How did Jesus become God? 
 
1st Hour: Humans as Gods in the Greco-Roman World - Delve further into the 
interface between the human and the divine in pagan cultures. Examine 
narratives describing people born of the sexual union of gods with mortals, 
highlighting examples such as Alexander the Great. In the Roman and Egyptian 
worlds, look at cases of humans who were exalted to the status of gods. 
 
2nd Hour: Gods Who Were Human in Ancient Judaism - Here, discover accounts 
of divine humans and other godlike beings within ancient Judaism. In Genesis 
and Exodus, explore conceptions of divine beings that appear in human form. In 
other Jewish texts, study narratives of humans who become angelic beings, as 
well as stories of the offspring of angels and humans. 
 
 

Wednesday, January 20, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM: WRITING IT DOWN 
 
Coordinator: Millie Starr 
 
WRITING IT DOWN: Be inspired to share your writing efforts in an encouraging 
and supportive classroom setting. Class members write at home about anything 
they want, and they share what they write in class when they are ready.  
The goal of the class is to support one another in the writing process and learn 
by doing. Come join our writing community as a writer or listener.  
 
Thursday, January 21, 10:00 AM – Noon:  WHAT IN THE WORLD 

Coordinator: Diedre Bush 
 
Have you ever watched TV or read a newspaper article, opinion, or letter to the 
editor and really wanted to discuss or react to what you read? “What in the 
World” is just the class for you. We discuss all kinds of issues and happenings 
from your neighborhood, local, regional, state, national, and world news. You 



 

 

bring in the topic, introduce it, and we all discuss it with the help of a new class 
facilitator each five-week session. A number of class members have real 
expertise to lend to a number of discussions. Learn something new every day. 
Come join the camaraderie. 
 
Thursday, January 21, 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM: TRAVELS 
 
Coordinator: Richard Anderson 
 
Join intrepid MICL World Explorers on Thursdays 1- 3 pm on far-flung mask-free 
explorations to lands like Germany and the Czech Republic, to Nicaragua, and 
beyond 
 
1st Hour:  “The Hapless Homeless in Modesto, and What Changed It All.” A 5 
year video study of Modesto’s homeless, and how a fall, 2018 court decision 
changed everything.  

  

2nd Hour: Presenters Sharon and David Froba: “Europe without a Mask":  their 
2019 trip to Provence, southern France.   
 
Friday, January 22, 10:00 AM to end of film:  FRIDAY AT THE MOVIES 
 
Coordinator: Ron Rutschman 
 
Fridays at the Movies: Start your weekend relaxation with a film classic or foreign 
film (subtitled in English, of course) that will carry you away to other times and 
other places. Discussion encouraged but not required. Details of the movies are 
posted just before the semester starts.  
 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid – Paul Newman, Robert Redford, 
Katherine Ross 
 
FUTURE MICL EVENTS 
 
Thursday, February 11, 1:00 - 3:00 PM - Noon: MICL BOOK CLUB 
 

Coordinator: Carol Sullivan  

“THE  RECKONING” BY JOHN GRISHAM Moderated by Rita Matthews 

Pete Banning was Clanton, Mississippi’s favorite son—a decorated World War II 
hero, the patriarch of a prominent family, a farmer, father, neighbor, and a faithful 
member of the Methodist church. Then one cool October morning he rose early, 
drove into town, and committed a shocking crime.  Pete's only statement about 
it—to the sheriff, to his lawyers, to the judge, to the jury, and to his family—was: 



 

 

"I have nothing to say." He was not afraid of death and was willing to take his 
motive to the grave. 

 
FIELD TRIPS 
 
Coordinator: Diedre Bush 
 
No Field Trips are scheduled at this time. We will advise you when we are able to 
resume. 


